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ABSTRACT 

Although much research has been conducted on plans involving MoU memorandums of 

understanding between countries, there is still very little research discussing the benefits of 

MoU memorandums of understanding for Arabic language learning in higher education. 

Therefore, this research aims to see the effectiveness of a memorandum of understanding 

(MOU) between Indonesia and developed countries in the economic (technological) sector 

on Arabic language learning in higher education. This research is included in qualitative 

research with a bibliographic type (reviewing literature and analyzing relevant topics). Data 

collection techniques use secondary data indirectly by examining related objects. Data 

analysis was carried out using descriptive qualitative methods in the form of written 

sentences and concluding the results based on previous research. The results of the research 

show that the effectiveness of MOU for Arabic language learning in higher education is in 

the form of digitalization of Arabic language learning, iconic Arabic language education 

majors, Arabic language as a patent curriculum, opportunities for self-development for a 

career on the world stage. Apart from that, the research results also show that there is an 

impact of the memorandum of understanding on Arabic language learning in universities 

in the form of a shift in interest from Arabic language learners, foreign languages becoming 

local content in universities, Indonesia's dependence on foreign products in facilitating 

Arabic language learning, misuse of technology (changes in norms and immoral acts). This 

research implies the importance of Arabic language educators as facilitators who continue 

to monitor the progress of learning in the classroom, as well as the government as a policy 

maker to be aware of the conveniences provided by outside parties so that they are not 

complacent. 
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Introduction 

Indonesia, as a Muslim-majority country, upholds Islamic values in its life. Islamic 

values are very inherent in every Indonesian Muslim, this is proven by the beginning 

of the birth of a baby who immediately hears the monotheistic sentences, namely the 

call to prayer and iqamat. Not only that, the call to prayer and iqamat that are heard 

to babies at the beginning of their birth are the formation of the baby's thoughts and 

personality. As an authentic hadith shows, the call to prayer in the ears of a newborn 

baby can have an impact on the child's education which includes personality and 

religion (5437-23719-1-SP, n.d.) Azan and iqamat themselves are sentences of 

monotheism that use Arabic. In this way, the majority of Muslims have directly heard 

and known Arabic since their birth. Indonesia has not only made Arabic a part of the 

content of worship, but more than that, how the majority of Muslims in Indonesia are 

able to understand the Koran and carry out the essence of the meaning of the Koran 

itself in their daily lives, so that Arabic is used as an educational content that must be 

studied by every Muslim living in Indonesia. However, in reality, until now the 

development of the Arabic language has tended to be stagnant, coupled with the flow 

of globalization which has caused Muslim students and others to prefer studying 

English, German and French. This causes a lack of interest in Arabic language 

learners (Kesulitan et al., 2021) There is no definite data that states the number of 

interested Arabic language learners, but it is seen from the perspective of life realities 

from several research sources. One of them is that Arabic in educational institutions 

in the Islamic world is also starting to be replaced (although not yet replaced) by 

English or French as the language of instruction for science learning. Various live 

sports broadcasts in the Arab world, especially football, which are broadcast from the 

West (English, Spanish, Italian, French or Dutch leagues) already use 

English.Likewise, television shows or programs in the Arab world have also been 

heavily influenced by secular and materialistic Western styles and lifestyles. As a 

result, interest and motivation to study Arabic seriously decreases (Zainuri, n.d.) 

The solution also requires many parties to solve the problem through an 

institutional approach, not just a personal one aimed at teachers. As is known, 

establishing cooperation between countries (MOU) has a specific purpose, not only 

to improve a country's economic sector but also to take advantage of progress in other 

fields such as education. Learning Arabic in Indonesia tends to be considered 

difficult, making the Indonesian government try to minimize students' difficulties in 

learning Arabic, especially since Arabic is the second international language after 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
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English. Of course Arabic is needed not only in communication but also in the 

political and economic arena. With that, the Indonesian government is collaborating 

with developed countries by making cooperation agreements between Korea and 

China. Mou is a legal action by one party (subject of law) to express his intentions to 

another party about something he offers or has. Mou is business cooperation between 

two or more countries with a written agreement to obtain law for both parties with 

the aim of mutual benefit (Surminah, 2013)(Misnan, 2022)(Covid- et al., 2022). Mou 

is also often referred to as a memorandum of understanding between two countries 

with rules that bind them both (26595-ID-Legalisasi-Memorandum-of-Understanding-

Mou-Sebagai-Sarana-Dalam-Mengakhiri-Sengk.Pdf, n.d.) (Setiyaningsih et al., 2020) 

Various forms of cooperation can be established between Indonesia and other 

countries, among the forms of cooperation between Indonesia and other countries 

can be activities or facilities. The cooperation is formed in the form of activities and 

facilities in the fields of economics, national security, trade, investment and 

geopolitics. This collaboration was formed to obtain benefits for both parties (Fadhila 

& Wibowo, 2024) (Internasional, 2017)(Ningsih et al., 2018)Previous research related 

to this research includes: (Mahasiswa et al., 2024) (Investasi & Perdagangan, 2022) 

(Zahara & Fithriana, 2017)(Rondonuwu et al., n.d.)(Sumbawa, 2022)(Aditama et al., 

2018)(Meyana et al., 2017)(Meyana et al., 2017)(Cholanamdo, 2014)(Agung & 

Diputra, 2018)The similarity between previous research and this research is that they 

both use the analysis of mou or memoranda of understanding between countries. The 

difference lies in the object of study being examined, namely previous research 

describes long and shortterm activities that have been carried out in accordance with 

the MOU, whereas this research wants to discuss the effectiveness of the MOU itself 

as seen from two positive and negative sides (obstacles). Based on this, researchers 

are interested in further research regarding the effectiveness of mou between 

countries (Indonesia and other countries) in the field of economics (technology) on 

Arabic language learning at universities in Indonesia. 

 

Research Method 

This research uses a Research methodology is a series of methods used by 

researchers to carry out work in order to achieve goals. As desired, in this research 

there are several research methodologies. Research methods are broadly divided into 

two: qualitative research and quantitative research. This research is included in 

descriptive qualitative research with a type of literature, so the research method was 

carried out using library research. Library research is a research process carried out 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
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by reviewing literature and analyzing relevant topics and then combining them 

(Dakwah & Medan, 2014)(Informasi et al., n.d.)(Moto, 2019) The collection technique 

used in this research uses secondary data, meaning collecting data indirectly by 

examining related objects. The data sources come from several literatures such as 

journals, newspapers, e-books, magazines and various sources that are directly 

related to this research. The data that has been obtained is then analyzed qualitatively 

descriptively, namely analysis in the form of written sentences and concluding the 

results by also observing the results of previous research. Descriptive qualitative data 

analysis is better known as several stages such as data collection, data reduction, data 

presentation and data 

 

Result and Discussion 

This research aims to describe the effectiveness of cooperation (MOU) between 

Indonesia and other countries in the field of economics (technology) on Arabic 

language learning in higher education. 

Result 

The results of the research show that the effectiveness of the MOU 

memorandum of understanding between Indonesia and other countries in the field 

of economics (technology) in particular provides a new color for the world of 

education, especially for Arabic language learners in higher education. 

Discussion 

Learning Arabic, which seemed monotonous and stagnant, has changed into 

exciting learning with the existence of developing learning platforms, in fact learning 

Arabic is no longer just about listening, but rather a language learning process that 

involves direct activities, namely, listening, speaking, reading and writing. Behind 

the various positive solutions provided by the government for the world of 

education, especially in learning Arabic, there is a negative side that cannot be 

ignored, therefore students are expected to be wise in utilizing every convenience 

provided by the government and educators to become facilitators who continue to 

supervise the on going learning in the classroom. The effectiveness of the MOU will 

be explained from a positive and negative perspective on Arabic language learning 

in higher education as follows: 

 

 

1.1. Positive Side 

1.1.1. Digitalization Of Arabic Language Learning 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
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 Technology is a very useful tool for humans, especially for building a more 

advanced civilization (Maret & Indonesia, 2024). The use of technology has 

penetrated Indonesia with various platforms emerging, some of the technology that 

has entered is a product from abroad which is often found in the marketing 

area(Harriguna & Wahyuningsih, n.d.)(Maulidi et al., 2021) One of the products that 

is widely available on the Indonesian market is products from China, Korea and 

Japan. Starting from household equipment, building materials, vehicles, to products 

that are used en masse from children to adults, namely gadgets. Where the device 

is not just a mobile phone, but it also displays platforms which are foreign products 

in learning technology. 

 The development of information and communication technology has 

brought significant changes in the way of learning and teaching Arabic. With the 

existence of online platforms, mobile applications and social media, learning 

methods have become more flexible and accessible (Syifa et al., 2024). Learning 

Arabic, which once seemed monotonous, can now be changed with various 

methods and the use of media, so that learning becomes very enjoyable. Learning 

Arabic, which used to involve rote memorization, can now change its style with the 

presence of videos, films, songs, poetry and Arabic versions of dictionaries, which 

make learning Arabic not only fun but also easy for the general public to accept. 

Several brands of learning technology that are used as a medium for learning Arabic 

include several well-known brands, starting from Xiaomi, Samsung, Nokia. In 

positive terms, digitalization of learning increases the effectiveness and efficiency 

of Arabic for students, as well as an extrinsic factor that can influence students' 

motivation in learning. For educators, digitalization of learning, especially in 

Arabic, provides a new spirit and commercial opportunities (Ilmu et al., 

2024)(Sahmaulana & Lukas, 2024)(Nasrullah & Rahman, 2023) 

1.1.2. Arabic Language as a Characteristic of Education 

 With the spread of Muslims throughout the world, it indirectly gave new 

colors to new places so that the Arabic language also spread throughout all corners. 

It's no wonder that Arabic is becoming more and more popular, especially since 

Arabic is currently packed with a touch of technology, thus adding to the 

attractiveness of foreign language learners.  Therefore, Arabic has become an iconic 

Arabic language education and literature department in universities that is taken 

into account.  

 As Arabic is one of the subjects that many people are interested in, especially 

in Islamic institutions such as Islamic boarding schools, even various schools and 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
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universities under the auspices of the Ministry of Religion and the Ministry of 

Education and Culture (public and private) create a curriculum using Arabic as its 

icon, with a learning system that focuses on the use of two languages, namely Arabic 

and English (Zainuri, n.d.)(Perspektif et al., 2022)(Sari & Hikmah, 2024).As research 

shows, many educational institutions, both formal and non-formal, make learning 

Arabic a superior subject (Wijaya et al., 2023). 

 Currently, universities under the auspices of the Ministry of Religion make 

Arabic a faculty subject where every student can study Arabic from various 

departments, even off-campus activities as a talent development unit ask students 

to make Arabic as one of their specialization choices 

1.1.3. Arabic As a Patented University Curriculum 

 Arabic language courses as a curriculum in schools whose policies and 

regulations are regulated in Permendikbud number 37 of 2018. The patenting of the 

Arabic language curriculum in universities is not merely commercial in nature, but 

because apart from being the second international language in the world, Indonesia 

also collaborates with eastern countries in the field of education so that many 

Indonesian Muslims can continue their studies in that country with wide open and 

easy access, some of them even get free scholarships. Not even eastern countries, 

even several other countries such as Australia, provide wide access for Indonesian 

Muslim students to continue their education in their country (Rondonuwu et al., 

n.d.) The curriculum is the most integral thing in national education, which includes 

all educational activities both in the classroom and outside the classroom consisting 

of planning, implementation and evaluation processes (Azhari & Basit, 

2024)(Hermawan et al., n.d.)(Fujiawati, 2016). 

 In determining the curriculum in higher education, several factors must be 

taken into account, including the objectives and benefits of the curriculum itself.  

The curriculum must adapt to the needs of society as well as technological 

developments and its goals for education, so that the curriculum created can be said 

to be effective and efficient (effective and time consuming).In order for the 

curriculum to be well structured, attention must be paid to its preparation and 

development. Several factors that must be considered in compiling and developing 

a curriculum are student factors, educator factors, subject matter factors, approach 

factors and educational methods(Aisyah & Cahyani, 2024)(Faktor et al., 

2013)(Kurnia Maulida & Chelsy Yesicha, 2019). 

 In its development, the curriculum must rely on national education 

standards (SNP), so that the implementation and evaluation process provides 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive


 

      
IHYA AL-ARABIYAH: JURNAL PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SASTRA ARAB 

 
147 

IHYA AL-ARABIYAH; JURNAL PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SASTRA ARAB

solutions and improvements in adapting the curriculum to the needs of students. In 

Indonesia, an independent curriculum was implemented to free up learning in 

schools. An independent curriculum provides freer educational movement so that 

it is more effective and efficient. The independent curriculum is also intended to 

address critical learning after the Covid-19 pandemic, as a recovery for learning in 

the year after the Covid-19 pandemic (Nugraha et al., 2022)(Fitra, 2023). With the 

implementation of an independent curriculum, it is hoped that Arabic language 

learning in tertiary institutions will no longer focus on memorization but will also 

include four language skills, including listening, reading, speaking and writing 

skills.  So that students are not only required to meet knowledge standards but are 

also required to be able to practice it in real life in society. 

1.1.4. Job Opportunities for Arabic Language Education Graduates Are Extensive 

 The spread of Arabic throughout the world makes the prospects for Arabic 

in the modern era very promising (Syifa et al., 2024)(Rasyid, n.d.).  Various factors 

such as technological developments, social changes and economic dynamics also 

influence how much Arabic is needed and create opportunities for students, 

especially in the world of work.  

 Currently, the teaching profession is in great demand among university 

graduates, especially since certification has been implemented by the government. 

Not to forget, students who graduate from the Arabic Language Study Program 

(PBA) have ample opportunities to pursue a career, especially as teachers, but there 

is a government policy that requires certified teachers to teach 24 hours a day, 

making it a challenge for college graduates to hone their creativity. 

 At the beginning of the spread of Arabic, it was used to translate the holy 

books of the Koran and hadith so that they were easy to learn according to the 

language of its adherents. In Indonesia, many formal and non-formal institutions, 

especially Islamic boarding schools, use Arabic as the medium of instruction, so that 

the learning process is carried out using direct and tarjamah methods.  

 Therefore, the profession of translating Arabic books is a job opportunity for 

Arabic language learners. Among the advantages of Arabic translators is that 

translating Arabic books can be done anywhere without being tied to working 

hours, the profession of translating Arabic books can be used as a side job outside 

of the main job, and translators will get new information from the books being 

translated  (Munip, 2019). Apart from self-development, the existence of MoU 

cooperation between Indonesia and developed countries will have a positive impact 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
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on Arabic language graduates to pursue careers on the world stage such as business 

and politics 

1.2. Negatitive Side 

1.2.1. The Shift In Interest Among Arabic Language Learners 

 There is no definite data that states the number of interested Arabic language 

learners, but it is seen from the perspective of life realities from several research 

sources. One of them is that Arabic in educational institutions in the Islamic world 

is also starting to be replaced (although not yet replaced) by English or French as 

the language of instruction for science learning. Various live sports broadcasts in 

the Arab world, especially football, which are broadcast from the West (English, 

Spanish, Italian, French or Dutch leagues) already use English.Likewise, television 

shows or programs in the Arab world have also been heavily influenced by secular 

and materialistic Western styles and lifestyles. As a result, interest and motivation 

to study Arabic seriously decreases (Zainuri, n.d.)  

 Apart from that, the shift in interest in learning Arabic can be seen in various 

schools, not just in universities. Where Arabic language learning in schools is only 

found in schools that are under the auspices of the Ministry of Religion, this is made 

worse by limited study hours in schools, school provisions in regulating Arabic 

language study hours for students make Arabic a little marginalized and less 

familiar among students. The study time limit that is determined once a week means 

that students sometimes have difficulty remembering previous lessons. This also 

reduces the need for students to study Arabic, so that learning Arabic is only what 

is appropriate for the value requirements. Moreover, Arabic is a language that is 

rich in vocabulary and grammar that is broader than other languages, so that Arabic 

is increasingly less popular with students.  

 Arabic language learning with an independent curriculum that is 

implemented is hampered by face-to-face hours which are implemented only once 

a week, so that the difficulties that arise in learning Arabic are caused by several 

factors such as input from students who are not yet fluent in reading Arabic, 

mastery of basic vocabulary, modification of Arabic verbs, limited study hours, 

limited learning facilities, and incomplete environmental support for the 

effectiveness of students' Arabic (Bahasa et al., 2022). 

1.2.2. Foreign Languages Become Local Content In Higher Education 

 Along with the development of science and technology, to maintain 

Indonesia's existence in order to realize social welfare, Indonesia has collaborated 

with several foreign countries with a mutually beneficial system between both 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/archive
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parties, one of which is in the economic sector. Films from East Asian countries such 

as Korea are even mushrooming among Indonesian teenagers, some teenagers are 

starting to idolize artists from East Asian countries in droves and are starting to 

follow everything related to these artists, starting from the language, clothes and 

attributes that depict their idols. This is what makes East Asian countries profitable. 

 Several universities are starting to include foreign languages as an option in 

UKM activities (student activity units), even becoming one of the majors in 

universities (Santoso, 2014)(Asing & Negeri, 2023). With this profitable 

collaboration, East Asian countries are taking advantage of this opportunity to 

develop their country's existence so that it is more accepted by the Indonesian 

people, one of which is by introducing Asian culture, one of which is the inclusion 

of the Cia-Cia language or South Butonese language through the Korean Hangeul 

script in one of the local school content curricula in Southeast Sulawesi (Indrawati, 

2015) (Baginda, 2012)(Arafat et al., 2022). 

 Apart from that, Germany also does not want to lose out in introducing its 

country by using German as local content in one of the MAN 2 schools in Jambi City 

(humas MAN 2 JAMBI, 2024)(Baginda, 2012).  Local content in German language 

learning is German language learning which includes elements of local Indonesian 

wisdom and German culture.  The inclusion of German as local content in the MAN 

2 Jambi City school is the reason that mastering a foreign language other than 

English will provide added value for students in the competitive world of work, 

besides that Germany is one of the countries with rapid technological and research 

progress. 

 Apart from that, schools that apply German as local content are SMA Negeri 

1 Tandano Sulawesi, SMAN 19 Surabaya, SMAN 11 Makassar and SMAN 10 

Bulukumba, as a communication tool in establishing international relations, as well 

as a communication tool to get to know the country's culture and introduce one's 

own culture (Manado, n.d.)(Azizah & Saleh, 2023).Indonesia is one of the ASEAN 

countries with the highest interest in German because the country's quality is 

undoubted, therefore, the Indonesian government provides space to disseminate 

the German language which is supported by various facilities, with the 

establishment of German cultural institutions or better known as the School Project: 

Partners for the Future  (andre indra kusuma, 2018). 

 The Indonesian government not only opens up opportunities for foreign 

languages to enter Indonesia through education in schools, but does more than that. 

One of them is that the Ministry of Defense has created a KEMHAN Education and 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
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Training program for 2023 and includes foreign languages as learning, such as 

Arabic, German, Mandarin, Russian, Japanese, French and Korean. This was done 

partly with the aim of increasing the competence of human resources based on 

science and technology (Kepala et al., 2023). 

1.2.3. Indonesia's Dependence On Foreign Products In Facilitating Arabic Language 

Learning 

 The various imported technologies entering Indonesia are nothing but a 

policy of the Indonesian government in establishing mutually beneficial 

cooperation with other countries. One of the collaborations between Indonesia and 

other countries is in the economic sector, which includes learning technology.  

 Learning technology originating from abroad has penetrated many countries 

in Indonesia, one of which is laptops and gadgets originating from various countries 

such as India, China, Japan.(Putri et al., 2025)(Bisnis et al., 2024)(Ekspor-impor et 

al., 2025) 

 In fact, some learning in various educational institutions is connected to the 

use of devices as media and learning tools, including Arabic. Arabic language 

learning in various educational institutions, from primary, secondary and tertiary 

institutions, uses devices as a learning medium.  

 In other words, Indonesia is dependent on foreign technology which has 

risks from two sides, both positive and negative (Magister et al., n.d.) 

1.2.4. The Impact Of Digitalization On Arabic Language Learning 

 Digitalization of learning has negative impacts in addition to its many 

benefits. The negative impacts of digitalization of Arabic language learning on 

students include misuse of technology, dependency, changes in norms, immoral 

acts, laziness in socializing physically (Anugrah & Dewi, 2023)(Maret & Indonesia, 

2024)(Nurhemah & Rahma, 2024). Misuse of technology can result in students not 

studying because they are too engrossed in the various learning platforms provided, 

and can even result in students not understanding the material being studied. 

 Apart from that, the impact of digitizing learning makes students lazy to 

socialize with their peers, because by just accessing the internet students can find 

answers to the assignments given (Pediaqu: Jurnal Pendidikan Sosial Dan Humaniora, 

2024)(Pelajar, n.d.). Therefore, students should be wise in using technology and 

educators are expected to be facilitators who continue to supervise teaching and 

learning activities in the classroom. 

 

https://jurnal.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/ihya/issue/view/1352
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Conclusion 

The conclusion of this research is that cooperation agreements between Indonesia 

and other countries in the field of technological economics are very effective for 

Arabic language learning in higher education. This effectiveness is described in two 

positive and negative ways. The positive side of MOU towards Arabic language 

learning in Indonesian universities such as the digitalization of Arabic language 

learning, the iconic Arabic language education department, the Arabic language 

curriculum as a patent, opportunities for self-development for a career on the world 

stage. The negative sides include reduced interest in Arabic language learners, 

foreign languages becoming local content in universities, Indonesia's dependence on 

foreign products in facilitating Arabic language learning, misuse of technology 

(changes in norms and immoral acts). 

This research shows the importance of cooperation in the field of technological 

economics between Indonesia and other countries to advance Arabic language 

learning in monotonous classes from year to year. Collaboration between countries 

can make learning Arabic more varied, not just memorizing and reading, so that 

learning Arabic feels fun and creates interaction between the material and students. 

In addition, Arabic language lecturers can access a wider range of educational 

resources, there by increasing creativity and quality of learning 

Nobody’s perfect, This research has several short comings that can be refined and 

considered by further research, including the many benefits of establishing 

collaboration between countries for Arabic language learners, not only in the learning 

process in class, but also in maintaining social integration, maintaining identity, ways 

of thinking, doing business and politics. 
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