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Abstract

This research seeks to explore the gradual legislative approach (fadarruj tashri i) to the concept of jihad in
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the Qur’an and its implementation in the life of Prophet Muhammad % from the angle of thematic Qur’anic
exegesis (tafsir mawdhu ). It aims to pinpoint the phases in which jihad legislation evolved in the Qur’an,
to examine its diverse interpretations and educational, missionary, and social aspects, as well as its function
in safeguarding the state and the society it inhabits. The research further associates these Qur’anic phases
with the practical implementations exhibited by the Prophet % in his Sunnah and revered life story.

The importance of this research is rooted in the common inclination to limit the idea of jihad to just military
action, while both the Qur’anic teachings and Prophetic instructions reveal a wider and more holistic
interpretation that evolves from self-control and commitment in spreading Islam's message to safeguarding
the Muslim community and its mission. The study uses the thematic interpretation approach based on the
established protocols of Qur’anic analysis. Qur’anic verses and Prophetic traditions related to jihad were
gathered, organized in chronological order of revelation during the Makkan and Madinan periods, examined
for their meanings, and categorized based on their legislative evolution. The research additionally relies on
the Sunnah, traditional Qur’anic interpretations, Hadith analyses, and biographies of the Prophet to develop
a thorough Qur’anic perspective on jihad. The research concludes that jihad in the Qur’an is depicted as a
thorough and incremental idea. It starts with the effort to combat one's own soul by training it to follow
Allah and refrain from desires and sins, forming the basis for all other types of jihad. It subsequently
manifests as tranquil da'wah, as illustrated by the form of peaceful dakwah, as es as demonstrated by the
Prophet’s mission in adherence to the Qur’anic directive: “So do not follow the disbelievers, but strive
against them with it [the Qur’an] with a strong striving” (Qur’an 25:52), a verse disclosed in Makkah well
before the authorization of armed conflict. After the Prophet migrated to Madinah, the laws evolved to
allow armed conflict for the protection of the developing Islamic state and its community. The initial verse
that provides this approval says: “Permission [to engage in battle] has been granted to those who are
oppressed, and truly Allah has the power to grant them triumph” (Qur’an 22:39). The research also shows
that the Sunnah reflected this gradual evolution in practice. The Prophet # initially instilled faith, patience,
and moral discipline in his companions, subsequently educating them in inviting others to Islam with
wisdom and sound advice, before armed conflict was permitted when the Islamic community was
established and the need to safeguard society and defend it within ethical and legal boundaries emerged.

Keyword: Jihad, Da’wah, Prophetic Military Action
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