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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the maharah qira’ah (Arabic reading skills) of ninth-
grade students at MTs Ali Imron from the perspective of Arabic language teaching
theories for non-native speakers. The study is motivated by the low level of students’
reading competence, particularly in reading fluency, sentence comprehension, and
vocabulary mastery. A qualitative research method with a descriptive approach was
employed. Data were collected through classroom observations, in-depth interviews
with an Arabic language teacher and fifteen students, and documentation of
learning activities and assessment results. The findings reveal that most students’
maharah gira’ah abilities remain at a low level. Students face difficulties in accurate
pronunciation, understanding grammatical structures, and interpreting the meaning
of Arabic texts contextually. These difficulties are influenced by teacher-centered
instructional methods, limited opportunities for reading practice, low learning
motivation, and minimal exposure to authentic Arabic texts. The study concludes
that communicative, contextual, and student-centered teaching strategies are
essential to improve students’ Arabic reading skills. The use of varied learning
media and meaningful reading activities can enhance students’ motivation and
learning effectiveness.
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