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ABSTRACT

This study examines the implementation of contextual teaching strategies in Arabic
language learning at the Ummatul Mukminin Girls Islamic Boarding School in Medan.
The research employed a qualitative descriptive approach, utilizing classroom
observations, in depth interviews, and documentation to obtain comprehensive data
related to the teaching and learning process. The findings indicate that contextual
teaching strategies were implemented gradually and became increasingly consistent over
time, incorporating key components such as inquiry based learning, modeling, reflection,
learning communities, and authentic assessment. The application of this strategy
encouraged students to participate more actively in daily Arabic communication and
significantly enhanced their confidence in speaking. Supporting factors in the
implementation included the school’s religious and social environment, which naturally
facilitated language use, as well as the creativity and commitment of Arabic language
teachers in designing meaningful learning activities. Meanwhile, several constraints were
identified, particularly students initial dependence on memorization based learning
methods and the limited availability of modern instructional facilities. Despite these
challenges, the contextual teaching strategy proved effective in shifting Arabic language
learning from rote memorization toward meaningful, experience based language use.
This study contributes to the limited qualitative research on contextual teaching
implementation in traditional Islamic boarding schools and offers practical insights for
improving Arabic language instruction in pesantren based educational settings.
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